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PARTY WORK AMONG HUNGARTAN YOUTH

[§unmry and Comment: The following is a summary of an address
given by Gen Mihaly Farkas, Minister of Defense and member of the
Central Committee of the Hungarian Workers Party, at a meeting of
the Central Committee at Budapest 30 June 1952, The address deals
largely with the current problems of DISZ (Dolgozo Ifjak Szovetsege,
Federation of Working Youth), the membership of which is composed
of young people between the ages of 14 and 2.

General Farkas' criticism discloses that the great majority of
+ DISZ members in the rural areas, the universities, the secondary
schools, and the industries is either hostile or indifferent to the

present regime. He finds the situation among the pupils of grammar
schools more favorable to the partyj

The importance of the new generation in building socialism is increas-
ing and requires a thorough study of the political changes which have taken
place among youth. Hungarien youth is no longer the same as 8-10 years ago
or even as lote as 1945-48, that is, before the victory of the dictatorship
of the proletariat. The change is shown by the fact that Hungarian vorking
youth is devoting itself in increasing numbers to the task of socialist bulld-
ing. This is true primarily of youth working in the factories, but applies
also to a large cross section of peasant youth and students. However, it
vould be a great mistake to assume that everything is in the bvest order on
the youth front, since it is undeniable that in the mentality of Hungarian
youth many shortcomings which cannot be glossed over still exist,

It Is true that those between the ages of 1% and 24, who constitute the
membership of DISZ, were only 7-17 years old at the time of liberation and
are therefore less exposed to the poisonous traditions of the past than the
older generation. However, the capitalist classes in Hungery have not yet
been completely liquidated. There are still kulaks, independent peasants,
and petits bourgeois, and their children have been brought up in the anti-
social morality of the parents' class. Even youths working in industry have
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not been separated from these struta ard oany young men of 20-24 years are
still influenced by a natiomalistic, clerical education. It would be the
gravest mistake to underestimate these difficulties and ‘o stop fighting
against the lack of discipline, the irresponsible attitude toward work, and
the cynicism in the ranks of youth, Also it is often necessary to fight
against anti-Semitism and nationalism.

The situation is far from satisfactory in the norality, especially the
sexual morality, of youth., Even students of working-class and peasant origin
have drifted away from the working rasses and are susceptible to cosmopolitan-
ism and to Western manners, such as dances ard clothing. Such antisocial
phenorens as selfish materialism, an irresponsible attitude toward learning,
and lack of staminz in overcoming difficulties are also frequent amons youth.
The preseni Hungarian youth tis self-indulgent, lacks endurance, displays a
compromising or submissive attitude in difficult situations, and is contamia
nated by the enervating influence of pacifiem,

The work vhich 1752 has performed is, in ceneral, unsatisfactory largely
due to the failure of the Hungariasn Workers Pariy to realize the importance of
this youth organization. The growin and activities of DISZ have also been
seriously hindered by a high rate of turnover in officials, as well as by ex-
cessive bureaucracy. The Central Committee of DISZ hias become Isolated {rom
the membership and its members usually neglect for months to visit the megye,
Jaras, town, or factory commitiees.

The mctivities of the Central Cormittee consist largely of meiling astacks
of circulars and a%tending an enormous numher of cozmittee meetings. For ex-
ample, 42 Central Commitice resolutions were sent Ln ihe negye commitiees be-
tween 1 January and 6 June 1952. The regye committees implement these resolu-
tions by issuing their own resolutions o ihe Jaras committees. However, once
the resolutions have been miiled, they are usually forgotien, and no atiempt
is made te see that they are pul into effect.

It Is noteworthy that the DISZ ueubershin is couposed almost exclusively
of youth between the ages of 15 and 22, Youth over 29 years keep aloof froum
DISZ, because ils political, educavional, a~d cultural activities do not meet
thelr needs. The fact that a lerce percentge of DISZ officials are 16-21
years old also deters youth over 20 vears of age frow membership, To remedy
th1s unsatisfaclory situstion, the Political Comuiltee of {ne Hurgavian Vorkers
Party issued a resolution in Fetruury 1952, stating v LL witl mointairn con-
trol over the DISZ and will assign & more rture leadersaip parsonnel to it.
This personnel would be composed »f mwen ond wonen belween the azes of 24 and
26, who have completed their party “raining. In implerenting this resolution,
the Tolitical Comittee assigned over 3,200 rarty mewbers Lo the DISY up to
6 June 1952, However, the DISZ was not sufficiently prepared to carry out the
resolution of the Political Committee sand the tasks assigned to the now leaders
vere {ndefinite. As 4 result, a large number of the party delegutes subsequently
quit the DIBZ.

The delecls described above are largely due to the failure of the Hungarian
Workers Party to support the DIS7 cons istently and in detail rather than in
generalities, Without exception, perty resolutions dealing with the DISZ are
vogue and the party organizations still derl with the problems of youth move-~
ments in campaign fashion,

in repard to the attitudes of ycuth toward its socialist responsibilities,
vorking youth as a whole has failed %o become a shock brigade of production
and its attitudes are far from satisfactory. Ilabor discipline among the work-
ing youth 1s substandard and the proportion of youth among Stakhanoviies is
very low. In mining, for exauple, there are only 210 youth among 2 total of
2,017 Stakhanovites.
el
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Apprentice training is characterized by low standards in instruction and
poor results, despite the fact that 60,000 apprentices have been equipped with
uniforms and numerous training shops and apprentice homes have been established.
Responsibility for this unsatisfactory situation rests to 2 great extent on
the DISZ, vwhich has failed to devote attention to apprentice organizations.
Another disquieting fact is that many apprentices are dropping out. Currently,
60 percent of the apprentices are of vorking-class origin and 30 percent ore
of peasant origin, with only 10 percent recruited from the ranks of the bour-
geoisie. Although most of the apprentices come from the most enlightened strata
of youth, they are still influenced by bourpgeois ideology and education, which
is hostile to the working class

Despite these shortcomings, youths employed in industry are increasing
their activities (n socialist building. Youths in the rural areas, on the
other hand, are definitely backward. Peasants and pessent youths are not per-
mitted to form trade unions. Moreover, it is unwise to admit large numbers
of peasant youth to porty membership. The DISZ, hovever, does not have this
restriction and is therefore the only agent of the party waich hos the re-
sponsibility of propogandizing the peasant youth. ilevertheless, scarcely 17
percent of ihe DISZ mewnbership is composed of peasant youth., I+ is vitally
important, therefore, that the composition of the DISZ bLe veorganized by in-
creasing the number of peasant youth to 4¢ percent of its total membership.

Currently, the rural DISZ organizations resemble cultural associalions
more than militant, indoctrinating party organizations. Educational work in
regard to the producers' cooperatives is exiremely weak. The rural DISZ groups
in the villages even underuine the DISZ groups in the producers' cooperatives.
Since the village groups usually are equipped with cultural and sports facili-
ties, the DISZ groups in the prodicers' cooperatives frequently disbend and
Join the village groups. The situation is somewha! beter on the state farms;
but here, too, labor discipline, indoctrination, and party work are extremely
weak.

The second wveokest [ield of DIS!” uctivity Is the schools, particularly

’ the universities and other institutes of higher learninz, FPoliiical educa-
tion and attitudes in the universities are generally ry unsatisfnctory und
moat students of worker or peasant origin labor urnder the misconception that
they "are muking suerifices for the people's democracy by studying at the
untversitiesz.” Interrationnlism and the spirit of patriotism are very Weak
among the students. Gn the other haud, cosmopnlitanism und aduiration for ihe
West are prevalent amsng the students,  The atuitude of wany university stu-
dents toward rational delonse and the people's army are also very unsatis-
factory; a5 8 result, many university students decline to enter the army volun-
tarily to become officers. Pacifism is strong among the university students.
"What need for the army when we arc fighting for peace?” and "Scientific re-
search rather than a nilitary cavcer” are examples of hostile opinions dis-
seminated at the umversitics by renctionary elements which the DISZ fails to
oppose,

The =1tustion is somewhat botter in the secondary schools, altlough
similar symptoms existh there, also. These unfavorable attitudes ot the uni-
versiti2s and secondnary schools are due to the fuct that the indoctirination
of theo students has been neglected by the DISZ.

A much nore favorable situation prevails in the grammar schools, because
of the [ioneevr lMovement. The asctivity of the Pioneer lovement consists entirely
of eduzating <hildren between the ages of 6 and 1k in love for the party, Com=-
rade Rakos!, Cowmrade Stalin, and the USSR, encouraging the children to study,
and strengihening school discivline, Bducational work among the children has
been greatly supperied by lnstiiutions outside the schools, Currently, 11,400
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children are organized in special groups in 12 Pioneer houses; 5,000 children
are working in 250 technical and Michurin stations; and over 18,000 children
are members of 780 alrplane-modeling associations.

In conclusion, the most important tasks in connection with the youth move-
ment may be summarized as follows:

1. The most important task 1s to assign party members to leading posts
in the youth orgenizations throughout the country. This is particularly neces-
sary 1in the DISZ, whose officials have failed to understand the directing func-
tion of the Hungarian Workers Party.

2. The DISZ must extend its sports and educational activities to neet the
needs of youth,

3. The number of party members in the DISZ must be increased.
4, Bureaucracy in the DISZ must be curtailed.

5. The number of Stakhanovite youth must be increased.

6. A larger number of peasent youth must be admitted to membership in
the DISZ,

e ) 7. Bourgeois mentality, including chauvinism, clerical influence, paci-
K fism, cynicism, lack of discipline, and lack of vigilance, must be fought.

~-END -
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